
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Supreme Court lets states 
legalize sports gambling 

May 14, 2018  

 

The Supreme Court cleared the way on Monday for states to legalize sports betting, striking down a 1992 

federal law that had prohibited most states from authorizing sports betting. 

The 6-3 ruling is a victory for New Jersey and other states who have considered allowing sports gambling 

as a way to encourage tourism and tax revenue.  

The court said the federal law violated constitutional principles limiting the federal government from 

controlling state policy, unconstitutionally forcing states to prohibit sports betting under their own laws. 

"The legalization of sports gambling requires an important policy choice, but the choice is not ours to 

make," Justice Samuel Alito wrote in the 6-3 opinion. "Congress can regulate sports gambling directly, but if 

it elects not to do so, each state is free to act on its own." 
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